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This little book may jump owi of your
hanids as the words wrestle with each
ather o address the e guestion. Part of
the Mew Democracy Forum, a series of
puperbacks which explores creative
solufiems [ soome of our nadions mask
wrgent 1ssues, thas vodume coniaing
thoughtful essays by authors whao
psition Userselves on both sides of the
standands reform movement. There we
1 answers here, bul an idraduchion I1:.'
Jonathan Kozol, etsaya by Deborah
Meier, and responses by seven other
leading educuton raise guestion: worth
the attention of thoughtful educators,

I her opening essay. Meier makes a
i agraimed standardieation while
advocating a model of educational
starudards based on her teaching
experience, This creates some confusion
betwesn the terms “standands™ and
“srandandizatbon.” Onee the reader
understands thot the two are mol the
samie thing, it becomes easter to identify
the perspectives of the writers. Perhaps it
hias been o similir confusion of these
U lerms by The medaa thal has led the
public to a polarzation of perspectives
on this issue, Meier sums up the
wrgument within these pages when she
saya. “We are not debating the value of
standards, bot how o mise them and
who should decide them.” (p. 84}

£

Deboral Meier beging with a sen of
assumptions thai represent the “dork side
ol the sancdards-hased reform
movement.” (ped ] According o Meier,
“stambirdization” assumes thal o xi1|111u
clelimiton of “well-educated” can be
defused by expents operaiing within a
pelitical sysiem. The use of that term
absar implizs thot sbjective tests will
allow for wniforim comparison of
students, that centrally imposed
sanctions should be insitwed w punish
peor perfonmance, that educational
cquity can be imposed throngh testing,
andd that rewunds and punishmens will
sErve as motivation for suceess.

Meier rejects these pssumpdions ond
prisfiees ber own which emphasize a
plurality of definitions of “well-
educated,” loca] comroal of educitimal
decisions. |11|,|I1:|'|I|: sources of evidence
of academic progresa, a fairer
distribution of resources, and the
replucement of rewards and
punishimenis with improved relationships
between all parties in the leaming
cormmunity, She describes o model,
based upon her expericnes at Mission
Hill 5chool in Boston. where the
slandards “are intemded 1o deepen and
broaden young people’s habas of mind,
their crafismaonship, and their work
hahis" (p. 210 “Sandands, yes.
Absplueelv” Bui these standords should
bz “held by real people whe matier in
the lives of our young.” {p, 23) The
opinions of the authors responding 1o
blzier's essay range from “Schools that
tixpoyers fund must meet the standaords
theat el taxpayers and ther
representafives set.” {Ahigail
Thernsrrom po 381 10 “Simply, the
detailed comours of culture—and, willy-
nilly, schools are crucibles of culture—
are oo important to be given io centrul
authorties to deline and then o
impose.” {Theodore Siver p. 730 There is
i bt ol elifference of opimion in this book
buit constructive dialogue about
ditferences is af the core of a democratic
society, Most of us are dealing with the
wnplcations of the standards movemen
o leaching poaitions. This book
offers insights into the opposing voices
and will help vou o andcalae your owin
respense to the title gquesiion,
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We as ieachers creae vocabulary,
pictures, and experiences for our
squdents so that they will intermalize and
think for themselves, In this book D,
Crordon cremdes o unigue vocabulary 1
deseribe rhvihm. To wnderstand this text,
e must pui aside preconceived ideas
and labels for rhythm and take in a
new vocabulary For musical thoughi,
rhythm components, classifications of
rhythm, and rhythm solfege for
riylimic pallerns.

The book provides o detailed
historical context of written notation and
existing rhythm syllable systems o
suppaort the need for a new rhytim
vocabulary, Current rhythm vocabulory
ix hased on the theceetical ideas of
dividing and connting bears as derived
from the study of notation, In order (o
describe chythm ouside of nedation, the
bk sets out a dedailed new vocabulary
and taxenomy of rhythm patiems.

Key vocabulary wonds for Dir, Ceomdon
include audiation. macrobeats, and
microbeats, The term “audiation™ 1=
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