~ Canon corner

Train Canon from England

long with
our lan-
guage, the
Britizh
Isles has given us
the gilt of an
exlensive source
for American tradi-
Togel Aot finnal song and

dance. ['s said the lyrics of this
canon are from a sign in British
diesel trains, aboul 1955, A red
chain leoped along the inside walls
of the passenger coaches. When
pulled, it broke the vacuum seal on
the brake system, slowing and
siopping the train.

Exploration

How much is five pounds in
American mongy? What emergen-
cies might cause the chain 1o be
pulled? [s there such a device on
American rains! A cord AppEears on
American urban buses and tralleys,
but it anly signals the conducior
when a passenger wishes (o get

off. What kind of sign might be
found on a contemporary bus to
preveni misused

Preparation

Explore ways to make the sounds
of old-fashioned train wheels, Try
sandblocks, guiro, saving "clickety-
clack.” or found sounds. such as
rhythmic shuffling of alternating
feel while sitting down. Find a way
o imitate a teain whistle. 1s there a
small wooden one in the collection
of non-pitched instruments? Would
a slide whistle be cffective!

Suggestions

Before singing in canon, help
students create a briel dramatiza-
tiom to the song. Share or draw
train ride experiences, Frame an
imtroduction, perhaps a chanted
list of local train stops or railroad
companies, as part of a rondo.
Add train sounds or an “All
aboard!™ Sing in three parts, then
explore other entrances. Do the

To Stop thz Train

Traditional

words and harmony remain clears
Should there be percussion
accents, or instrumental ostinati,
or a coda alver the last voice fades
out? On what note might the voic-
es end together?

For recorders

Plaved on recorders in G, this
avoids F¥ and offers valuable left
hand practice. I cclave [ present a
challenge o get clean, accurately
timed finger placement, have half
the class play the high [0, hall the
low D, in tempo. Pairs of studenis
can work wogether, trade, then play
hath notes.

For further fradn songs and activi-
ries, see “[hmen by the Station” iR
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Correction

I the “Derry Ding Dong Dason”
e feaiered in fhe siemer (gsue, the
asrerizk sheould be over the beginning of
e aele mersaene, e oper She last pobe
of the preweus one,
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Pull down the cha --in
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