Touching eternity: _
The enduring outcomes of teaching

Erarmiry is a

welcome vaol-

umm o
TesparciyeTs and
teachers with a gen-
arous conceplion of
teaching and learn-
Reviewed by ing. Barone, a pro-
Matthew Thibeanlt o.00r 21 Arizona
State University and a founder fedino
of the free, online International
Journal of Education and the Ads, has
written a hook that explores the
thorny question, “What are the endur
ng oulcomes of teaching?”

Barone focuses on Donald Forrister,
a visual arts teacher in the
Appalachian highlands of Morth
Cangling, Twenty vears ago, when
Forrister was awarded an Owistanding
Teacher prize by the Bockeleller
Rrothers Fund, Barone was oomimis-
sioned o write an essay about
Fornster's teaching. The essay is
reprinted as Part [ of Toueching Etermiy

e firsi section details a program
reflective of the region’s craft heritage
and offers a vocational orientation
[producing crafts is a common region-
al jabl. Althouwgh vecational. Baromng
quickly uncovers the troth: [t is also a
rich art program. Whether weaving,
painting. quilting, or working with
lom paper collages, studentls are cne
ating genuine works of art.

Picking up the slory 12 vears later,
Barone tracks down both teacher and
students described in Part [ to explore
the resonance of the art program in
their lives 1oday.

Nl surprisingly, the studenis alten
remember lessons that were particular-
Iy meaningiul, One chinspracton racalls
a less=on where a pin represanting the
carth was placed in the ground, sur
rownded by particles of flour fallen
irom a hamdful thrown inio the air,
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Forrester had old the students:
“Think of these two fields and the
area within them as the universe.
Each padiicle of flour is a star in our
galaxy, and there are untold numbers

of galaxies besides our own. The head

of the pin i3 the earth, And where are
we in Bri&on City?"

As the student recalls, Forrister
would never tell exactly what he
meant when we did things like this
But it challenged them to contem-
plate a whole world outside of thei
tiny little towmn.

Part [ explores the impact that the
siudenis had on the lfe of their
teacher, a vastly under-researched
area. This segment
tocuses on
Forrisier hecoming
who he is, and
oy e has
chanpged as a
result of aspiring
to instill in his stu
deniz a love of
nature and urging

them to create
works of art in the
local traditions.
The book oon
cludes with two
sections dis-
cussing the ten-
sion belween aes
thetics and wrility,
and A0, ather
izsues, an explo-
ration of the trans-
fer of learning.
For those inter
ezted in conduct-
ing research,
Barone |_I!I:ll.'illlr'!'i a
good introduction
to the basies of his
approach
Primarily almed at

researchers and the scholarly commu-
nity, teachers can find both hope tor
their own work and a reminder of the
depth of their contributions o theak
students” lives. It embraces a view of
‘.l.,'.l{||i||5:| as a haman and artistic
endeawor with resonances that go on
for decades and that touch students in
wavs we often will never knoaw
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