- The Napping House

Written by Audrey Wood, Hlustrated by Don Wood

ram the quiat
me:—d of the firs

waords: “There is
a house, a napping
house, where every-
one is sleeping.” 1o
the illustramors
peaceful artwork,
the reader is imme-
diately captivated
and drawn inio this ingenious litle
bk 1f invites the reader inle a reat
ful scene, where two great trees hug
an obd-fashioned, two-giory house, All
the window shades of the house are
lowersd, A lonely tricyele sits aban-
doned in a side yvard. The gate of a
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white-picket fence has been lefi slighi-

Iy open, az if 1o say, "Come on in.”

From the outside, this little, palm-
sized book can be easily overlooked
A small, board-book, with suff,
unnumbered pages, it's probably mot
the first book 1 would pull from the
bookstore's shelf for a closer look.,
Yel, the inside of the book shows
again that good things often come in
small packages. (1 was pleased to dis-
cover recenily that there is also a [ull-
size version of the book now avail-
able, Larger pictures could only mag-
nify its magic for children.]

As in writing musle, story writers
kiow a good story line must have an
interesting problem {(development |
and a satisfying climax {ending.]
Audrey Woods 13 indeed a story mas-
ter, for her quiet afternoon nap tme
on a rain-drenched day takes a sur-
prizing turn, or should we say “lum-
ble,” resulting in hilariously nolsy
fum at the end.

A dreaming child napping in a
cozy hed with a snoring granmy
makes for a rather doll story, but for
a ceriain wakeful flea that bites a
slumbering mouse, putling Intae
modion a chain of events. Eventually,
the bed in the napping house breaks,
and soon, no one in the napping

S5d

house is sleeping at alll

Rich opportunities for dramatiza-
tion await teachers who venture
inside the walls of The Napping
Himige, for either a superb claggroom
activity or a grand performance on a
larger scale, To read the book as a
story stands on its own mernl, To cre-
ate an exhilarating experience, sel to
an orchestration of instrumental and
vocal sbunds the descriplive verbs
(napping. dezivg, droaming elauy
thuernps, birnps). 10 builds the story’s
ending (o an even more intenss
cresceredo of nodse and chaos.

Because | have used this book sev-

eral times, | can't decide which I've
enjoyed maost: my first reading of the
book iself, my students’ fun-filled
performances, or the creative
processes as they ve developed their
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ideas for those presentations, They
have cleverly aszigned zounds 1o
match the words in the book, prac-
ticed parts, missed cues and laughed
at their (and my) mistakes, ['ve
enjoved the imelligent critigues and
walching the improvements of their
ideas unfold as they work.

I joyfully recommend The MNaping
House as an active part of every music
educator’s library.
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