By Peter Reynolds
Candlewick Press
Very once in a rght and wrong answers that they of The Dt as much as you will, and
E-.-.-h_ilc achildren’s  often enter our ¢lassrooms with the they may be inspired 1oy some dol
piclure book has  same fear as the heroine of this book. compositions of their own: staccato
s much wisdom that  The current climate of 1esting threatens  dots and sustained dois, slow dots
even adulis get the to kill sponianeity in the classroom. Az and (ast doig, ascending and descend-
message. This little arts teachers, we have a iremendous ing dods ... the possibilities are end-
book tackles fear of responsibility o empower our students less. [Hmmm... | wonder whal can be
failure in a way thal 10 make that first mark and 1o claim done with dois of silence., )
.l.‘m‘rlm by ~inwites both children their creative spirii. This book is a The authaor's hand-letrerad text
Marriive Von Crnten and adults to over- reminder that inspiration for a chikd™s reinforces the lesson that great things

commee their perceived persoiial creative expression comes not  can come from our own hands, The
lirmits, Beware: afier vou read this book  from our brilliamtly creative lessons, but watercolor and ink illustrations are

your will want 1o compose, create or from giving them the courage to begin - charming in their simplicity. 1 is hard
invent just because you can. the pourmey, to put this book down without the
“Tust malke your mark and see ¥our students will enjoy a reading urge 1o “Just make a mark...”

where it 1akes vou,” 3 the sage
advice of an intwitive, arade-
school feacher to a frustrated
young arkst, The child responds
with a pood, strong jab ol a col-
ored marker on her blank page,
The wise teacher sudles the dot,
pushes the paper back toward the
girl and =ays, “Mow sign ii.”

Ch ler mexl Lrip o the ard
rac, ouer reluctant anist sees her
did framed and hanging above
the teacher's desk. "Hmmph!™
she says as she opens her water-
colors o prove she can make a
better dot than that. This time
there iz no stopping her creatlve
energy. The remainder of the
bk iz an exploginn of dons: dos
in various shades and hues, dots
gigantic and dainty, sodo dots and
ol dessigng = even a negatie-
space dol masterpiece,

A few weeks Later, the school
art show includes the young
artist™s amazing and wild explo-
ration of the possibilities inspired
by that first dod. Mot only iz she
Uhe star of the an show, she ks the
inspiration for another fearful
young artisi. She encourages him
to draw his first line and, of
Course, o sign i,

Qur children spend =0 much of
their schoel day in a world of
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