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EEEIMNG SCIERCE THROUGH ART

SKY TREE
Seving Science Through Art

By Thomas Locker with Candace
Christiansen

HarperCollins, 1995, 16,95 cloth;
$6.95 paper.

When a friend shared this book with
mie several years apo, we both knew that
it would become n favorite for generating
one of those all-encompassing experi-
enoes soccharcteristic of O class-
rooms. Thomas Locker's lyrical prose
and his breathiakingly beawtiful illustra-
trone of 4 trea invate sownd ond Fibah -
ment exploration and. thus, feed the sonl
of the emerging musician-dancer-poet.

Just one tree standing abone on a hill
by @ river is seen from cover 1o cover in
this book, The illustrations were all
painted in oils on convas in a range of
natwral codors that reflect a ree’s life
theough the seosons and elbements, The
paintings evoke a wide range of emo-
twons, cousing the reader 1o feel the
wirmth of the glowing sun on the ree's
bewves in the summmer as well as the chill
when the tree is shrouded in winter's fog.
The reader feels the viokence of a
smmer iempest on the tree’s branches as
vividly as the stillness of those same
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barren branches on a cold, winter
cvening,

Locker shows how a single iree, when
painted against the ever-changing sky.
can invite a deep sense of wonder, In the
first of his 14 illustrions, we see the
pentle, green summer iree with puffy
while clouds against a brillian blue sky.
The same tree is transformed when it is
shown aguinst a dark, ominous sky, and
the regider Is sune we respond with a
changing mood, We see bright orange
und yellow pigments in outamn, med
golds and violews of fuding evening light,
pruy and bare branches in owinier mist.
cronw-filled naked brsnches in winter
Frost, solt white silence on o snowy day,
millions of stars iwinkling through empty
branches on a clear night, and the yellow
sun glowing hopefully with the spring's
first haicks,

The descriptive text draws the reader
ini experiencing summer breeees, cold
nights, gathering and drifting clowds,
sireaming light and uncurding leaves, The
river, secn in the distance beyond the
tree. parlicipates in the story as il Apphes.
glistens, freezes, thaws and provides
nourishment. Turtles crawl. sbeep and lay
eggs in e mud as the sap rises w the
tree's buds, Birds chirp, squabble, sing
and beat their wings to flv. Squimels race,
scurry, hide nuts and huddle for warmth,

Teacher Candace Christlansen adds
scientific depth by embellishing each
Hustration with a thought-provoking
guestion about the changeas thw mark the
tree s world. At the conclusion, further
questioning provides opporunity [or the
resder to ponder moods and leelings
caused by the anist’s choice of colors and
brush strokes. The reader is lefi o
consider a final question about the
relationship of the sky and iree when
asked, “Why do you think this book is
called Sky Tree™

-Juddith Cols

NEW SHOES, RED SHOES
By susan Rollings
Orrchard Books, 2004, $15.95,

A little girl is going an a shopping irip
i by sormee mew s<hoss with her maother,
i her joumey, she jovously discovers o
world of Bscinating fostwenr all around
her - as il For the first time. From “low
shoes and high shoes™ to “hig and noisy
racimg shoes,” the little girl notices the
differences wnd similarities of cach pair
of shoes she encounters. The brightly
paimed illustrations bring out the
unsgueness of the shoes and the diverse
wdividuals wearing them, British awthos
ancd tlustrvtor Swsan Bollings hus cremed
a bk that is o celebration of shoes und
al life, expressing the wonder with which
young children experience the world
arcwind them. The text is sure to entice
children to snap their fingers and move
thedr fieet with its driving intensity and
syneopated rlythons. “Hapgy shaoes,
duncing shoea, skipping to the party
shwses,™ Beware: New Shoes, Bed Shoes
will convince little girls they ton need a
new punr of shioes!

-Carlng Abrif
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