The Question Song

he Cheestion
Song is one of
those special
hooks equally
at home in the pre
achool classreom or
with a parent read-
ing to a child.
Written for children
ages 2 to &, the
repetitive text of this lovely picture
book facilitates adult-to-child interac-
tion through singing, wocalizing or
movermnent,
Zemach uses tra-
ditional fiolk art
“theorem paini-
ing.” which
invalves il paint
and hand-cut
stencils applied
to a velvet can-
vas. The result
is soft and
child-friendly,
Illustrations
suggesting a
multicultural
family add o
the universality
of the book.
Childhood
accidents like,
“My ice cream is
meelting! Whal
are we going o
do?™ are treated
lovingly-
el get a
cup to caich the
drips. Now gob
hle it up and
lick your lips!
That's what we
will do?™
"It's raining!
It's pouring!
What are we
going to do?” is
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answered: “Here's an umbsella. Mow
you're set! You can play in the rain, and
your won'l gel wel. That's what we will
dol™ Opportunities for imaginary play
and creative Movement are NUMETOLS.
The questions in the book are all
examples of real-life dilemmas in
which children may find themselves.
Each is answered by a calm adult
who'soothes the child's tears and lov-
ingly provides creative solutions 1o
life's little problems, from broken toys
to spilled juice, This book encourages

children to talk abown their frusira-
tiona and possible solutions, leading
to new question-and-answer phrases
a5 well as creative problem solving.
Whether the gquestions are used indi-
vidually or incluslvely there is some-
thing here that can become the con-
text for many lessons in music and in
life. Thiz iz a great a book about prob-
lems becanse the eventual outcome is
always positive: if things do go
wrong, then we fx everyihing by
singing our Question Song!
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