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2022 Petty, Sticking with Soprano 

Sticking with Soprano – Beyond the Basics 

After students have been initially introduced to playing the recorder, it can easily be 
woven into the rich musical tapestry of Orff Schulwerk media.  As students’ technique 
and comfort with the instrument increase, their ability to take on new musical chal-
lenges does, too.  And the recorder becomes an important part of the Orff ensemble. 

While there are a multitude of materials available for introducing students to soprano 
recorder, it seems more difficult to find suitable materials to continue with students 
beyond that beginning stage.  To that end, I’d like to share some of my original composi-
tions and arrangements.  In addition to these, I have found some really good other 
choices already available in publication.  At the end of the session handout, you’ll find a 
suggested resources list of my favorites – for sticking with soprano.   

In taking soprano recorder beyond the beginning basics, consider the following: 

• Increased number of notes – range, key, etc. 

• Rhythmic complexity and different meters 

• Multiple parts  

• Independent parts – complementary melodies or simultaneous melodies 

• Canons and Catches  

• Varied styles and genres 

• Opportunities for improvisation and creativity  

• Integration with movement and other Orff instruments (melodic and rhythmic)  

• The length and complexity of the piece requires increased music reading skills 

Pieces will be chosen from the following: 
Aeolian Antics, Carley’s Caper, Dorian Dance, Mystic Moon, Quickie Quodlibet and 
Simple Gifts  

Session participants will receive additional notes, including full arrangements for 
Orff Ensemble, Teaching Tips and Process Pointers, Movement Suggestions and Im-
provisation extensions. 
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