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hiz iz a hook
ihat will help

music teach-

.' ers feel that
j they are not alone. It
- appears that people
‘A have been eloguent-
' Iy defending the

Reviewed by need for music edu

Doug Goodkin cation in the West
for at least a few thousand years.
Plate, 5t. Augustine, John Buskin,
Freidrich Froebel, and Fohn Dewey
are just a few of the luminaries
included in this book who suggest
that humanity needs music and that
musie needs education.

Thiz book offers a wealth of
answers about why music 15 eszential
o our physical, mental, moral and
#piritual health, spread out in almaost
W) short articles (most are one ar
two pages long.} The range of the
prose - from sublime poetry to meda-
phiysical discourse to scientific diction
- is both refreshing and enlightening.
The book is organized into three
parts: “Eumopean Views from Plaio o
A, Meil,” "American Views between
1700 and 1950" and “American Views
Fince 1950." Te go to the noest acheol
board meeting armed with a few
chodce quotes from Aristotle, Martin
Luther, John Locke, Horace Mann
and Howard Gardner may help
remind us all that many of the
inunders of both classical and maod-
ern education fully intended music 1o
be included in the plan.

But to read this book solely for
the practical purpose of defending
music education is to miss part of iis
power. This work invites us to reflect
on why we have chosen this path
and to remember what an important
service we are offering to children.

o

These articles give language to our
axperience and such testimony is
always welcome,

It is a thankless task 1o edh such a
book: imporiant people are invariably
left out. In this case, [ missed the
words of Carl Orff and Zoltan Kodaly
laquis-Daleroze is included). T sent
Marle a sample of Orffs words, and
he assured me they would be includ-
ed should a second edition be Issued,
[t is worth noting as well that the
book confines itself to Western
European and American thought and
practice. | can imagine a companion
volume surveying how Bulgarian,
Burmese, Brazilian
and Bolswanian
thinkers discuss the
rele of mugic in
education being a
valuable resource.

An additional
bonug of such a
collection is its
lomg-range histori-
cal perapective, (L is
illuminating 1o
compare how the
authors speak of
music’s importance
and what tone they
take 1o convince.
These days, we ape
inclined to simpli-
fied sound byres
[“music makas you
amarter”| and sci-
entific justification
(“research shows"].
But in 1837, the
Bozion School
Commitlee sought
Lo convinee the
public school sys-
tem to include

music in the curficulum with an elo-
quent and poetic piece - and they
succeeded. Could the same speech
worrk today? Try ii?

"I Music entlivens prosperity or
soothes sorvow, if i quickens the
pulses of social kappiness, if i can
Al the vacancy of an hour that
wodd orfierwise e stlessly
unprofitabiy spens, iF i gild with o
mdlet light the checguered senses of
deaily extsberce, why them limir its
benign and blessed influence’ Let i,
with healing on {15 wings, enter
through fen thousand avenees of the
paternal duelling.”
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