Canon Corner

Boat round in three for third grade

anons and

ronds

about hoats

have been
reconded since
1453, when the
first Lord Mayor of
London asked 1o
e rowed with
music and great
pomp down ihe
Thames River to take office. His boat-
meen =ang a round as they rowed. Then
John Jenkins [1592-1687) wrole this
raund, popular in Renaissance
England, and it k& sl sung today,

Mote; Thaere is a sugpesied change

in the byric of the thind phrase, bot
consideration of authenticiey will
depend on the individual school, grade
and situatkon,

By Tossi Aaron

A boat, a boal, haste to the ferry,
And we'll cross over and e merry.
And Langh, and quadi, amd drink
wld shierry,

Lor At el aend sing mhaand daye
fermpn®)

I. Because of 1z medodic appeal and
comparative simplicity, learing and
singing, the round could come frs,
with linking activities added and
surroncding it al another time,

2. Teach this phraze by phrase aorally
amd repeat the whole several times

in unison, varying the dynamics and
tempn. The goal &5 o have the cliss
sing il independently, well and
exactly iogether,

. Mote any instinctive swaving 1o ihe

three-pulse, a response thal proves
internalization, and that can be
developed into moversent periviges
Encourage fhee gestures with swing-
ing arms, or with knee hends up
and down, like waves. How can a
small group of six sudents show
they are all rding the same ferey
baoat? Where is it going?

CAnofer day, Ly o sing, the firsl two

pari= logether, acknowledging siu-
dentz” delight with the close harmo-
ny. Write the ters-part acore on ihe
board stafl in two colars, even il ithe
clazs ig mol yel lierate. The visual
design can be appealing.

. When two paris are secure, the class

can hum whibe the leascher intro-
duces and sings the more exiended
ihird voice, Allernatively, this can be
played on alio recorder. Teach the
tliird part, pointing out its scale pa-
e,

start a besson with echo clapping of
twin measure patterns in three,
including those fownd in the canon:

A Boat! A Boat!
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. Pass a secomd hand doom amund a
=rated circle so that every siudem
haz a chance 1o imitate the patterns
of the teacher. This iz most elledve
wilhoud talking or undermining con-
fidence by commenting on errors. If
there should be many, repeat the
“game” often o build securitg. Find
other songs and formes in three

ol

A. Related folassroom activities: On a
map, find where ferry Doals still sail
in the United States or Camada,
Have any studenis been on ferries?
Comparne other boat canons and sing
other boat 2ongs, such as “Row
Your Hoat,” “My Paddle’s Keen and
Bright,” and “The Boatmen Bow,”
Help students share experiences of
bing in any kind of boat: rowhboat,
sailbaoat, canoe, rubdber rall or croise
ship. Does anyone know how (o
make a little paper boat? For a ferry
A0HE wilh selling, sev The O Eofan,
Sprimg 1984,
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g Lyrics adapted by TA.
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